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Changing Times, Bold Visions

by Michael Smith, Chairman BOT

M any of
you have

known that
something  big
was coming

when we paid off
the loan in 2008.
Well, | cannot
think of anything bigger to put in
front of you than the transformation
of the chapter that I’m going to
describe, nor as necessary and
potentially rewarding for all of us.

For almost 60 vyears, our
chapter, like most, has been a
collegiate association depending

to evolve from a totally dues-based
collegiate-centric organization to
an endowment-based partnership
between  undergraduates  and
alumni. We need to realize the
“fraternity for life” and that means
becoming a worthy use of the time
and money of the alumni, not just
of the collegiate members.

This newsletter is a step in that
direction. Primarily “by alumni
for alumni”, it is underwritten
by the BOT and its professional
production is supervised by
board members. It will be self-
supporting and will also help

Our future at Beta-Pi depends on changing the way
we look at ourselves and, ultimately, provide a new
model that will set an example in the Greek worid:

on cash pow from rent and dues
and a “thin red line” of adult
volunteers to continue. That model
sufyced in an environment of no
liability, scarce campus housing,

and little real differentiation
among  Greek  organizations.
However, that model will not

support the changes we must make
to remain competitive and to take
advantage of new opportunities.
To realize our potential, we need

fund other alumni programming.
Surpluses will be directed to
the chapter advisor and BOA to
support leadership and scholarship
programs for collegiate members.
Doing this will, in effect, create
the alumni association that an
organization of our size and age
should have had long ago.

The BOT has already
committed resources to the next

Vision, continued on page 4

Can you name all four people in the picture?

Jimmy Matthews: A Natural Leader

From building “contraptions”
at Georgia Tech to building
bridges in Kosovo, Frater James
Matthews has experienced an
entire world since graduating in
1995. Originally from Jackson,
Tennessee, Jimmy received a
full-ride ROTC scholarship at
Georgia Tech. “It was close to
home and a top engineering
school,” says Matthews.

He graduated in 1995 with
a Civil Engineering degree
and worked as recruiter for the
Army prior to his four-month
basic course in Missouri as a
Combat Engineer. Then began
his military service, taking him
to over 12 countries in 10 years.

Specializing in mineyeld
clearance, construction of roads,
bridges and airyelds, explosive
demolition, and obstacle removal,
Major Matthews has been
deployed as a combat engineer
to Macedonia, Kosovo, Irag, and
Kuwait.  Additionally, he has
been to Bulgaria, Kazakhstan,
Ubekestan, Tajikistan, Albania,
Bosnia, Jordan, Korea and
Latvia as part of his WMD work
for the DRTA (Defense Threat
Reduction Agency).

Presently he and his combat

Frater Matthews at the Nasirah water treatment plant in southern Iraq.

engineering group are stationed in
downtown Baghdad and operate
in the Iraq Transition Assistance
Ofyce which works to improve
the Infrastructure of Irag. Most
of their effort goes into electricity
generation and transmission,
water issues (allocation, waste
water and drinking water
treatment), and getting the oil
trade back in business. Jimmy

They really kept me
focused and dedicated
to getting through
GT. It was a positive
experiences

adds, “this task can be
made more difycult by insurgents
who like to destroy power, water,
and oil lines. They also have the
bad habit of killing contractors
we hire to repair the damage.”
When asked to share a
favorite story, he recalled his
experience as a Company
Commander in Kosovo. “I had
an 80-man company in Kosovo

Matthews, continued on page 4



State of Beta-Pi

by Oliver Barrett, Prytanis

As we start the 2007
school year, the chapter is
undergoingsomechanges
that will create a more
powerful, lasting chapter.
For the undergraduates,
a renewed focus on
grades has resulted in
the chapter GPA being
over 3.0 for the last two years. The chapter
will be graduating a large number of members
this year as we transition the leadership to a
new generation. We have also ramped up our
contact with alumni including this yrst edition
of our new newsletter. With events in the Fall
such as a Football Cookouts, Homecoming
Alumni Event, and a Golf Tournament we
hope to involve alumni not only with the
undergraduates but with each other.

While we are creating changes in some
areas, other things are not changing. We are
still determined to stay involved on campus as
brothers are still holding positions on FASET,
Executive Round Table, Student Government
and Club Sports Teams. TKE is also focused
to win Homecoming and Greek Week this
year and to not accept anything less than a
12th straight win in Tug. The Beta-Pi chapter
is still determined to be the best fraternity on
campus by providing a balance of brotherhood,
academic support and the social outlet we have
all enjoyed.

I hope that with our goals and hard work
we will maintain the excellence of the Beta-Pi
chapter and continue to create a meaningful,
unique and unforgettable experience for
Georgia Tech men. If you have any questions,
comments or concerns, you are welcome to
email me: Oliver.barrett@gatech.edu.

Yours In The Bond,

& _S<

Oliver Barrett
BP 1258
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Frater Oliver Barrett receiving his Georgia Province
Scholarship of Excellence. Photo from | to r: Gary
Reed, President, TKE Educational Foundation (TEF);
Frank Sanders, Georgia Grand Province Advisor; Oliver
Barrett; and TEF Chairman, Greg Woodson

Chapter News

Beta-Pi Tekes Receive Awards
by Brendan O’Leary

Frater Francis Xavier
“Pete” Creighton Jr.
(1259) was honored this
past Spring Semester
with an induction into
the TKE All-Academic
Team for the second
time. Pete is now in his
yfth year as a Biomedical
Engineering student and continues to maintain
a GPA of 4.0. He has also been a recipient
of TKE’s William V. Muse Scholarship. As
impressive as this is on its own, Pete’s ability
to lead and succeed goes well beyond his
abilities in the classroom.

Since his initiation as a Beta-Pi Teke, Pete
has held several important positions including:
Rush Chairman; IFC Public Relations
Chairman; and the Student Government
Association’s Intramural Chairman. He is also

actively involved in the chapter’s tug team,
aiding the Beta-Pis in their feat of winning the
past 11 Tug competitions they have competed
in. Pete’s exceptional athleticism also helped
lead the Beta-Pis to a school-wide intramural
wifpeball championship for the yrst time this
past Fall.

Unfortunately for the Beta-Pi Chapter and
the rest of Tau Kappa Epsilon, Pete is planning
on graduating this coming spring semester
and plans to attend medical school at either
Stanford or Emory.

Additionally, Frater Oliver Barrett was
award the Georgia Province Scholarship of
Excellence at the TKE Educational Foundation
Board reception that was held at the Beta-Pi
house in April. Congratulations to both Pete
and Oliver for setting a great example for
future Beta-Pi members!

11 and Counting . . .

by Brendan O’Leary

s the crowd roared, the competitors

whipped their mud-soaked towels over
the rope and sprayed the screaming onlookers
with the excess ylth. The frothy brown water
sloshed over the tuggers’ knees and ran up the
sides of the earthy walls of the tug pit while a
heavy rock song shrieked from the PA system
only 20 yards away.

The tuggers’ pearly whites stood out
against their mud-ridden faces and bodies
whilethey grimaced and sneered inanticipation
of the next pull; the last pull. When the horn
sounded, 10 weeks of sweat, blood, and yrst-
rate pain would pay off to
honor them with their 11th
straight victory.

They never questioned
whether or not they could do
it—just how long it would
take. Soon, they were down
and set. Nothing ylled their
minds but the duty at hand.
The shouts of their supporters
and opponents alike became
a distant whisper in the distance. The only
sound they would hear is the horn.

At once it rang out, distinctive in its
strange and brief call, the message was clear.
With the ferocity of lions, the TKE tug line
was up and pulling with all of their strength.
With jaws clenched and arms and legs burning
from the days previous pulls, the tuggers
slowly began reeling in their opponents.

Beta-Pi 2007 Greek Week victorious tug team

From the back of the line came the scream
“HOLD!” and the whole team repeated it and
held steadfast on the line while the rear tugger
charged to the front.

With a hearty snap and a
menacing groan, the line jumped
back and the pull started getting
smoother. They could feel
victory coming. Quicker and
quicker the line came back until
every man on the line had made
the long, muddy trek to the front.
Finally, at last, the last opponent
let go of the rope and gave up.
With one ynal, distinctive yank,
the TKE tug team hauled the rope to their side
of the pit and began celebrating their victory.

Their bodies were elated to be ynished
with the physical agony of tug day, but their
hearts, minds, and spirits were soaring with the
victory they’d just accomplished. The previous
10 times the team had competed, they’d won.
And that day, the tradition continued. The
TKE tug team was victorious again.




Alumni News

Frank Rimer 111 (165) was active duty
with the U.S. Marines 1962-65 and
retired from the reserves as a Colonel in
1987. He resides in the St. Pete area.

Ray Day (260) formed the Registered
Investment Advisor yrm of Legacy
Financial Group, LLC in 2000.

Bruce Noggle (583) is currently the
Director of Retail Construction for
Zaremba Contractors, LLC, a national
developer in Cleveland, Ohio. He
oversees construction of retail projects
throughout the United States. He and
Ellen have been married for 21 years
and have 3 beautiful children, Jenn,
Brian, and Brett.

Jeffrey Savacool (646) retired in 1996
and s still trying to improve his golf
game. His wife Kristi is Senior VP of
Global Business Services for Hewitt
Associates. Their daughter Michelle
attends UW in Seattle and their son
Matt is in high school.

Steven Copeland (656) incorporated

Albert Energy, a recruiting yrm
specializing in job placement for
Executives, Engineers and other

positions (www.AlbertEnergy.com) in
2006. Steve has a son and a daughter.

Donald Bach PE (709) completed a
($54 mil) 25 MGD expansion of surface
water plant using membrane ultraylters.
Recently spent a week in Germany with
3 of his 4 children.

Carl Marinelli (762) started with a
general contractor with ofyces located
throughout the Southeast. He and
Terrie and their children Christina, Jake
and Marcie have been enjoying life in
Birmingham since 2002.

Mitchell Weatherly (770) is afounding
member of Weatherly, Kerven & Seigel
LLC, an intellectual property law yrm.
He and Susie have 3 sons, Andrew,
Grayson, and Aidan.

Michael St. John (801) is engaged
to Kathy Schuh and has two children:
Bradley and Kimberley.

Christopher McDow (973) moved to
Perry, GA in ‘05 and still works for the
Department of Defense. The McDow
boys are Emmett (8), Aidan (5), and
Benjamin (2).

Robert Burgess (989) is married and
living in Stamford, CT. Their daughter,
Anna Elizabeth was born in 603 and son
Henry, in “06.

Gaven Kammer (1003) is in his 5th
year as an Assistant United States
Attorney, US Dept. of Justice. He
married Julie in March 2006 and their
daughter, Anna was born March “07.

Jim Royster (1027) switched gears
and is now working in the anti-money
laundering (AML) and know-your-
customer (KYC) software world.
Recently engaged and getting married
in May 2008.

Jeff Pike (1032) resides in Columbia,
SC and is project managing airport
jobs for a consulting yrm. He and his
wife Natalie welcomed their yrst child,
Holly on 1/6/07.

William Wright  (1038) recently
changed companies and moved to
Florida. Engaged to be married in
October.

Eric Hunter (1040) was promoted
to Senior Grants Specialist for the
Southeast Region of The Nature
Conservancy. He actively manages
grants in GA, LA, MS and the Gulf of
Mexico. He and Jessica reside in the
Grant Park area of Atlanta.

Justin McLoughlin  (1069) and his
wife Brooke welcomed their second
child this summer. Justin is running his
own consulting company and Brooke is
running her own Psychology practice.

Criss Vanderburg (1076) moved back
from China in March after taking a 3
month trip around Southeast Asia and
married shortly after returning.

Chris Bryan (1080) will receive hisMS
in Physical Oceanography in ‘08 from
the Naval Postgraduate School. He is
currently working on his thesis entitled
“An Environmental and Oceanographic
Analysis to Determine  Undersea
Analogous Areas,” to hopefully, be
used by the U.S. Navy.

Timothy Marriott (1093) welcomed
his yrst child, Addison Grace, on April
14th 2007.

Brad Shepherd (1101) is a Clinical
Fellow in  Gastroenterology  at
Vanderbilt University Medical Center.
His daughter Emory Elizabeth was born
in March.

Jonathan Halstuch (1110) married
Danielle in Mexico on May 19, 2007
and has since relocated to Germany.

Jeremy Malcom (1120) and his wife
Jen welcomed a daughter, Isabelle
Grace, into the world on Friday August
31st, 2007.

Andrew Tebbano (1123) is testing
Link-16 Data Link on F/A-18, EA-
18G and EA-6B. Will graduate with an
MBA from University of Maryland.

Jason Taylor (1126) married Ciara on
9/17/2005 and has returned to GT for a
Masters in ID and Computer Science.

Joshua Smith (1161) is working for
McKenney’s Mechanical Engineering
in Atlanta as a project manager.

Richard Lynch (1169) is living in
Battle Creek, MI and working for Kraft
Foods. He and Janey have a son, A.J.
(2), and expecting their second child.

Josh Elliott (1181) married an ADPi
from Penn State on October 20, 2006.

Michael Clark (1182) was married in
April and spent two weeks in Greece on

the honeymoon. Michael is going back
to grad school in the fall.

Walter Nix 1V (1191) married Kathryn
Hammond in June 2006 and is currently
working with Capgemini in their
Telecom, Media and Entertainment
practice.

Todd Weiser (1192) was married to
Kim Zych in Atlanta on September
8, 2007. He also has transfered from
working on the National’s baseball
stadium to a water yltration plant.

Jay Gardner (1197) is working for
Arby’s as a staff accountant, and on
his way to being a senior accountant.
He will return to school in January to
pursue a Master’s in Accounting.

Michael Tobias (1205) left GE to take
an engineering job in Manhattan. His
company is looking to hire ME’s and
EE’s for full time employment and
internships. Send your resume if you
want a job in NYC.

Kelvin Chiu-hun Chow (1206)
is working for ExxonMobil Global
Services Company Procurement in
Houston, TX.

Christopher  Phillips (1211)
graduated in 2005 and started working
for Amtrust Mortgage. He oversees
Business Development and Marketing
for the ofyce in Alpharetta. He married
Lindsay on 6/24/06.

Shawn Sousa (1214) is currently
working for Qualitek/VIB Systems.

Chad Patterson (1233) has been
accepted into the graduate program
at GT. He recently passed the PhD
Preliminary Exam and is now a PhD
student.

Christopher Garrigues (1270) will be
going to London School of Economics
for graduate school in 2007.

If you have news you wish to share,
please send it, along with any photos,
to Beta Pi Alumni Relations, P.O. Box
80828, Atlanta, Georgia 30366.

John H. Davis, 67, of Rumson, died on November
19, 2006 at his home. A leading
scientist and executive at AT&T
Bell Laboratories, John was a
pioneer of digital networks and
telecommunications, a beloved
husband and father, a devoted
paramedic and yreman, and an
accomplished yachtsman.

Born in Paducah, Kentucky, the grandson of
a steamboat captain on the Ohio and Mississippi
Rivers, his passion for electronics originated
in his teens when he began building ham radios
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with his father. He went on to receive a Bachelors
degree from the Georgia Institute of Technology in
electrical engineering. John was an active brother
of the Beta-Pi chapter of TKE at Tech, graduating
in 1962. Upon graduation he took a job with Bell
Laboratories, as well as earned a Masters degree
from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology
and a Ph.D. from the University of Pennsylvania,
both in the yeld of electrical engineering .

John participated in numerous
telecommunications innovations, culminating in
his role as Chief Technology Ofycer of AT&T
Communications Services. In his 35-year tenure,

he is credited with conceiving the architecture of
the Bell Systems major digital switching system,
the backbone of today’s circuit-switched public
telephone network. In the 1980s, he led the
installation and commercialization of the yrst
cellular systems in the United States. In recognition
of his pioneering work in digital switching and
wireless communications, he was elected a Fellow
of the IEEE and of the Radio Club of America.
Frater John will be missed; he was a great
example for current and future TKE brothers.







